
Exploring the Rich History of the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Philippines
Nestled amidst the vibrant tapestry of Philippine society, the Unitarian
Universalist Church of the Philippines (UUCOP) has played a pivotal role in
shaping the country's religious landscape. Its story is one of resilience,
innovation, and a quest for spiritual fulfillment.
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The seeds of Unitarianism were sown in the Philippines during the
American colonization period. In 1901, Reverend Walter F. Green, a
Unitarian minister from Boston, arrived in Manila. Inspired by the ideals of
religious freedom and social justice, he established the first Unitarian
fellowship in the country.

Initially, the fellowship met in various rented spaces. However, in 1909,
thanks to the generosity of prominent Filipino families, a permanent church
was built on land donated by the Philippine government. This historic
edifice, located in the heart of Manila, served as the spiritual home of the
growing Unitarian community.
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Growth and Transformation: Embracing Filipino Identity

Throughout the early 20th century, the Unitarian fellowship in the
Philippines experienced steady growth. Filipino converts, drawn to its
message of inclusivity and reason, played an increasingly active role in the
church's leadership. Notable figures, such as Dr. Ciriaco P. Lopez and Mr.
Tomas B. Morato, guided the church through periods of both challenge and
opportunity.

Recognizing the importance of connecting with the Filipino spirit, the church
embraced local customs and traditions. Tagalog, the national language,
was incorporated into worship services, and Filipino hymns and liturgies
were composed. The church also established a commitment to social
justice, actively participating in the fight for Philippine independence and
promoting education and economic empowerment.

Post-War Challenges and Renewal: A Time of Transition

The Second World War had a profound impact on the Unitarian Universalist
Church in the Philippines. The historic church building in Manila was
destroyed, and many members were displaced. Amidst the devastation, the
church showed remarkable resilience, holding services in temporary
locations.

In the post-war years, the church underwent a period of renewal. A new
church building was erected in Diliman, Quezon City, in 1956. Under the
leadership of Reverend Edwin L. Markley, an American minister, the church
expanded its outreach and established new fellowships in various parts of
the country.

The Modern Era: A Thriving and Diverse Community



Today, the Unitarian Universalist Church of the Philippines is a vibrant and
diverse community with over 10 fellowships scattered throughout the
country. The church continues to embrace its core values of religious
freedom, intellectual inquiry, and social justice.

UUCOP has been instrumental in promoting interfaith dialogue and
cooperation in the Philippines. It is a member of the National Council of
Churches in the Philippines (NCCP) and has established partnerships with
other religious organizations. The church is also actively involved in social
welfare programs, providing assistance to marginalized communities.

The Unitarian Universalist Church of the Philippines has come a long way
since its humble beginnings. Its rich history is a testament to the
indomitable spirit of its members and their unwavering commitment to their
faith. The church continues to play a vital role in the religious and cultural
landscape of the Philippines, offering a space for spiritual exploration,
community, and service.
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