
Master Phrasal Verbs and Ace the IELTS
Speaking Test: Your Essential Guide to Band 9
Phrasal verbs are an essential part of the English language, and they are
heavily used in the IELTS Speaking test. In fact, research shows that
candidates who use a wide range of phrasal verbs in their responses tend
to score higher bands. This article will provide you with a comprehensive
guide to phrasal verbs for the IELTS Speaking test, including a list of
commonly used verbs, how to use them in context, and tips for effective
usage.

What are Phrasal Verbs?

Phrasal verbs are combinations of a verb and a preposition or adverb that
create a new meaning that is different from the original verb. For example,
the verb "go" can be combined with the preposition "out" to create the
phrasal verb "go out," which means to leave a place.
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Phrasal verbs can be tricky to master, but they are essential for fluent
English communication. By learning and using phrasal verbs correctly, you
can improve your IELTS Speaking score and impress the examiner.

Commonly Used Phrasal Verbs for IELTS Speaking

The following is a list of commonly used phrasal verbs that you are likely to
encounter in the IELTS Speaking test:

Break down: to fail or stop working

Carry out: to do or complete something

Come up with: to think of an idea or solution

Deal with: to handle or solve a problem

Figure out: to understand or solve something

Get along with: to have a good relationship with someone

Get over: to recover from an illness or a difficult experience

Give up: to stop trying

Look after: to take care of someone or something

Make up for: to compensate for something

Put off: to delay something

Run into: to meet someone by chance

Take after: to resemble someone in appearance or character
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Turn down: to refuse something

Turn up: to arrive or appear

How to Use Phrasal Verbs in Context

When using phrasal verbs in context, it is important to pay attention to the
preposition or adverb that follows the verb. This will determine the meaning
of the phrasal verb. For example, the phrasal verb "break down" can have
different meanings depending on the preposition that follows it:

Break down (with "into"): to divide something into smaller pieces

Break down (with "on"): to collapse or fail

Break down (with "over"): to become emotionally overwhelmed

It is also important to note that some phrasal verbs can be separable or
inseparable. Separable phrasal verbs can be separated by an object, while
inseparable phrasal verbs cannot. For example, the phrasal verb "look
after" is separable, so you can say "I am looking after my child" or "I am
looking my child after." However, the phrasal verb "get over" is inseparable,
so you cannot say "I am getting my illness over."

Tips for Effective Usage of Phrasal Verbs

Here are some tips for effective usage of phrasal verbs in the IELTS
Speaking test:

Use phrasal verbs naturally. Don't try to cram too many phrasal
verbs into your responses. Instead, use them naturally and
appropriately.



Use the correct preposition or adverb. Make sure you pay attention
to the preposition or adverb that follows the verb, as this will determine
the meaning of the phrasal verb.

Use phrasal verbs in a variety of contexts. Don't just use the same
phrasal verbs over and over again. Try to use a variety of phrasal
verbs to show the examiner that you have a wide range of vocabulary.

Practice using phrasal verbs in real-life situations. The best way to
improve your usage of phrasal verbs is to practice using them in real-
life situations. Talk to friends and family, watch English-language
movies and TV shows, and read English-language books and articles.

Phrasal verbs are an essential part of the English language, and they are
heavily used in the IELTS Speaking test. By learning and using phrasal
verbs correctly, you can improve your IELTS Speaking score and impress
the examiner.

This article has provided you with a comprehensive guide to phrasal verbs
for the IELTS Speaking test, including a list of commonly used verbs, how
to use them in context, and tips for effective usage. Follow these tips and
you will be well on your way to success in the IELTS Speaking test.
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