Street Style: 5 Decades of Subculture,
Fashion, and Identity

Street culture has become an integral part of our global landscape,
influencing everything from fashion and design to music and art. But what
exactly is street culture, and how has it evolved over the past five decades?
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In this comprehensive article, we'll delve into the origins and development
of street culture, exploring the subcultures, styles, and icons that have
shaped its unique identity. From the rebellious spirit of punk to the
expressive artistry of hip-hop, from the vibrant colors of graffiti to the
athleticism of skateboarding, street culture has become a powerful force for
self-expression, community building, and social change.

The Roots of Street Culture
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Street culture can trace its roots back to the mid-1970s, when a new wave

of youth subcultures emerged in cities around the world. These
subcultures, including punk, hip-hop, and graffiti, were characterized by
their rejection of mainstream values and their embrace of alternative forms
of expression.

Punk, with its aggressive music and DIY aesthetic, challenged the
established Free Download and celebrated individuality. Hip-hop, born in
the Bronx, New York, combined rapping, DJing, breakdancing, and graffiti
to create a vibrant and expressive culture that celebrated black identity.
Graffiti, with its colorful and often subversive murals, transformed urban
landscapes and gave voice to marginalized communities.
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The Evolution of Street Style

Hip-hop fashion in the 1980s was characterized by its oversized clothing, bold colors,
and athletic shoes.

As street culture evolved, it began to influence mainstream fashion and
design. In the 1980s, hip-hop fashion, with its oversized clothing, bold
colors, and athletic shoes, became increasingly popular. Graffiti artists
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began to collaborate with fashion designers, and skateboarding emerged
as a major youth culture with its own unique style.

In the 1990s, street culture continued to diversify, with the emergence of
new subcultures such as grunge, rave, and techno. These subcultures
brought their own unique styles and influences to the street culture mix,
creating a vibrant and ever-changing landscape.

Street Culture and Identity

Street culture is more than just a collection of styles and trends. It is a way
of life, a form of identity, and a means of social expression. For many
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young people, street culture provides a sense of belonging and community,
and a way to express their individuality and creativity.

Graffiti, for example, has become a powerful form of self-expression and
community building in urban areas. Skateboarding, with its emphasis on
athleticism and risk-taking, has provided a sense of empowerment and
achievement for many young people.

Street Culture Goes Global



Street culture has become a global phenomenon, with styles and influences from
different countries and cultures mixing and merging.

In recent decades, street culture has become a truly global phenomenon.
Styles and influences from different countries and cultures have mixed and
merged, creating a vibrant and ever-changing street culture landscape.
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Streetwear, once associated with hip-hop culture, has become a
mainstream fashion trend, with major brands and designers embracing
street culture aesthetics. Skateboarding has become a popular sport and
lifestyle around the world, and graffiti has become a recognized art form.

The Future of Street Culture

As we look to the future, it is clear that street culture will continue to play a
major role in shaping our global culture. lts emphasis on self-expression,
creativity, and community will continue to resonate with young people
around the world.

New technologies and social media platforms will undoubtedly influence the
way that street culture is created and shared, but its core values and
principles are likely to remain the same. Street culture will continue to be a
vibrant and dynamic force for change, inspiring and empowering young
people to express themselves and make a difference in the world.

Street culture has come a long way in the past five decades, from its
humble beginnings in the punk and hip-hop subcultures to its current status
as a global phenomenon. It has influenced everything from fashion and
design to music and art, and it has provided a sense of belonging and
community for countless young people around the world.

As we look to the future, it is clear that street culture will continue to play a
major role in shaping our global culture. lts emphasis on self-expression,
creativity, and community will continue to resonate with young people
around the world, and it will continue to be a source of inspiration and
empowerment for generations to come.
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