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Alexander Jackson Davis (1803-1892) was a prolific and influential
American architect who left an indelible mark on the architectural
landscape of the United States.

Born in New York City, Davis began his career as a draftsman in the office
of Ithiel Town. He quickly rose through the ranks and became a partner in
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the firm in 1829. In 1835, Davis established his own practice and began to
design a wide range of buildings, from private homes to public institutions.

Davis was a master of many architectural styles, including Greek Revival,
Gothic Revival, and Italianate. He was also a pioneer in the development of
the American Victorian style. Davis's buildings are characterized by their
elegant proportions, intricate detailing, and use of high-quality materials.

Some of Davis's most famous works include:

The Smithsonian Institution Building in Washington, D.C.

The United States Custom House in New York City

The New York State Capitol in Albany

The Lyndhurst Mansion in Tarrytown, New York

The Blodgett Hall at Union College in Schenectady, New York

Davis's work helped to shape the American cityscape and establish the
United States as a major architectural force. He was a founding member of
the American Institute of Architects and served as its president from 1866
to 1869.

Davis's legacy continues to inspire architects and historians today. His
buildings are a testament to his genius and his dedication to creating
beautiful and lasting architecture.
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